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An AccounrtT 


Of the lols of the Ship called 


The PRESIDENT: 


,Together with all the 


. Remarkable Adventures of her Voyage, ec. 


- 


WE is the Method of humane Afﬀeairs , that the 


greateſt Hopes of Adyantage are attended with the 

eateſt Hazard and uncertainty. Of this we have a 
| remarkable Inſtance in the late miſerable Wreck of 
the Ship called the PRESIDENT; fined our at the great 
charge of the Company for her Voyage to the Eaſt-Indies , 
and with no ſmall expectation of her advantageous Return. 
If we conſider the extremities to which the Perſons on Board 
her were reduced, before they utterly periſh'd, together 
with their gallant behaviour in a moſt _ Engage- 
ment, we ſhall ſcarce find Examples of either. This Ac- 
count has been expected, but could not before be fully ga- 
thered, by reaſon the two Perſons who onely eſcaped, were 
ſo ſick and diſabled, thar it was ſtx weeks before they came 
up to givethe Particulars to his Majeſty. 

On the firſt day of May, 1682. the Preſident ( Burthen 
five hundred and fifty Tun or upwards, Captain Jonathan 
Flide Commander ) failed out of Plimonth Sound in Company 
with the Suratt-Merchane. Burt as ſoon as ſhe was oft the 
Canary Iſlands ſhe loſt Company with her. Abour three 
Months after the Captain. nd it neceſſary to refreſh his 
Men, and accordingly touched ar the Iſland call'd Mauritius. 
This is a Place of Parrots, and where Veniſon is in ſuch 
= , that they ſurprized and killed ſeveral Deer as they 

ay alleep. Their continuance here was about-a. fortnight. 
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On the 2 8th of December;they fell in with the Coaſt of India, 
- androunched at Car-war a FaRory of the Engliſh. From hetice 
they. weightd afr& four days'ſtay, and proceeded in their 
Voyage, having hicherco mer with no conſiderable Adventure. 
But 'on the 1 5th of Jaritary following, on the Coaft of 
Malabar, they met with fix Sail of Ships, whom ar firſt they 
took to be Friends. ele Veſſels they afterwards under- 
ſtood ro be Man'd chiefly with Arabjans, who had revolted 
from thcir King and-eacred themifelycs into the Service of 
Sdvagce, a ccttain Prince ih, thoſe parts, who is in contingal 
War with the great Mogult. Or rather*they were a Neft of 
Renegadoes there"gotren together from all parts, and ſo 
deſperate as ſeldom ro give or take Quarter. Our Men 
however not having the leaſt apprehenſion of Danger from 
them, ſtood with them, expecting ſome News from Suratr, 

But it ſeems theſe Barbarians had heard of ſuch a rich Shi 

upon the Coaft, and ſo came up with their f1x Sail; wi 
reat numbers of Men, reſolv'd to carry her or ſink by het 
ide. As ſoon' therefore as they came within ſhot they fired 
their Broadſides; The ſurprize.,amongſt our People was 
very great, expecting no ſuch Complement, nor having ſo 
much as clear'd their Decks, or cut down the Hammocks, 
The Enemy taking: all Adyantage of their unreadineſs, im- 
mediately fell to Grappling and laying them on Board, 
However, by encouragement and example of their Cap. 
rain, "they with chearful ſhouts berook themſelves to their 
Work. "The Encounter on both fides was with utmoſt 
Fiercenels and Reſolution : though with vaſt odds and Ad- 
vantage on their part. Our Men therefoxe were very hard 
ſet till they had got out their lower Tire of Guns, which 
did them extraordinary Service, for with them they ſunk 
two of the Enemies Ships by , their fide. The reſt | were 
ſo far from being diſcouraged hereby, that they pour'd in 
their Numbers with more Fury; Their Auk wa ſo 
fierce that our Men were driven into their Fore-caftle, the 
Enemy poſleſling himſelf of the Steerage. The Savagees 
made no doubt but they ſhould, preſently be abſolute Ma- 
ſers of the Prize, Our Captain therefore betook himſelf to his 
laſt Relief, which was to throw his Granadoes out amongſt 
the Enemy. The Barbarians at firſt ſtood Raring upon them 
{ having neyer'ſeen any ſuch Things before ) cill the Balls 
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broke: among them with ſo great ſurprize and Slaughter 
that our Decks were ancediccelyicteer'd of cheir eur. oa 
Yeo were they 4o reſolute ( after' a ſmall reſpite) as-eo 
lay. Aboard once more, '' Till by” a chance ſhot our 
Vellel chav carry'd the Wadd along with it ihts one of their 
Sop's Powder-Room, the ſaid Ship immediately blew up 
Bring foremoſt in, the Service ane 1o near the Preſident as 
co ſec hex Sails 0n- Fire-! / Upon this Diſcours t (eo 
of irheir; Ships having been ſugk before } the remainker 
nado! off: with fo mach haſte chat they Jeſ& moſt of rtheie 
Men |lwho- had boarded us, 'co' ſhife for themtelves :'' Pare 
whereof were glad to'get into'the Long-boat of the Prifi, 
ba and make away- in her as" faſt/as they could. Before 
oar 'Ship vas" quite cleat of chem); the Fire'chat had cake 
hold of her Sails grew _—_— Wheretipon William Smmich 
( who afterwards eſcaped in the Wreck Y 'firſt advencur'd 
up to the Main-Yard, 'to extinguiſh che Flame, receiving 
2 Wound -with an Arrow in" his'Leg, bat'the Pile was 
ſmooth. and happened 'nor tg bei/p6iſan'd. The behaviour 
of. the Captain-1n rhis deſperate'Service was with all poſ- 
fible Coridu@t and Courage. Atid indeed the perfortnance 
bf every dinary as truſt 


Individual Perſon wat ſo extractdi 
zeader «li Fare chat! dherwards 'befel thoni more deplo+ 
rable : So that we muſt needs ſay of them ( as Cicero did of 
Roſcius afrer recital of his. Merics.) Videbantur {wr mori non 
fone .Nocwithſtanding che Encounter was {6 | yer 
_ refident loft bur chirty Meo;' and the Enemy no lelSithah 

hundred. The grear Mogult from whom cheſe Savapes 
had revolced, hearing of che Duſpute thar had paſt, imme» 
diarcly ſent on Board the Preſident for a particular accounitot 
the Fight, with which he was extteamly- welf{atiffd,) and 
&nr ain a Preſent of exttaordinary rich Silks!9/5-1'2 
The next Day they bore up for Goa, 4 'thief'Ciry Ufi the 
\Portngeſes where they lay to refreſh their wounded Min: 
*nd mn leſs than a-formight' akey they arrived-at Sir ah. 
Here they met with an unfortumate: Accidant,, | for” ts" whe 
Gunner was. clearing of z whote Qulvetit the Gatti fplic' in 
picces by which hewas killed;topether wich theArmourerand 
4wo coramen Seamen : ſeveral others being difablod. i" 


- Aboutthe latter end of April they weightd from lidia,being 
in company wich the Perfpe-Merchin, and.in four monrts 
ay — | 


time 
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time arrived again at Mauritinzg. Where they met with the Si. 
ratt-Merchant their ouryards-bound Conſort. Bus the Seaſon? 
not permitting them to proceed in their Voyage by reaſon of 
the;Trade-Wine, which at-that time-,of the year-is always' 
ontrary oft the Gape bon Efperance, they concinu'd oncthe Ifland 
full, three monchs. | On-the beginning of December. following: 
they loſt fight of, the Suar-Merchane, fuppoling her co beak. 
terwardscalt away at St. Michael's gn the Weſterh Iſlands. - 
- From this-time as they idgEw nearer home, they met wich: 
extraordinary rouph Weather ;- yer they judged chemſelues: 
within threedays Sail of England when with violence of Tem. 
peſts. ( che Wind blowing continually at North-Eaſt dtp 
were driven.out again. £o Fea, their Proviſion being 
ſpots and thejr,Men very faint and ſick, - What Port ſoever 
y; attempted 'to make , whether Trelend or Portugal, the 
Wind was ſtill in cheir Teeth, ; | eilv:) 
In bis Diſtreſs they continu'd for eleven Weeks together , 
their Allowance being no- more than one pound of Biſcake a 
Week - each Man, ge _ of. Beef of ono 
pouni{ for twenty;Men.. , TheiB ate raw: being Joth 
co:waſte any ae of it inFeing, at laſt they had bee one 
Dog left aboard, which;rhey kill'd, boyling the Head and 
BY for Broth, and of the reſt they made -a delicate 
m—_ 
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They call'd 60 a Jonaice Ship as ſhe paſſed them, - who 
dur nottruſt her Men aboard chem with Relick, for fear they 
ſhould. not return, ſhe having no more than were 
for her Voyage. They met likewiſe with a French Mer 
chane-Ship, from whom they had ſome Stockfiſh, but wert 
licele- the better for ir, becauſe they could ger from her-nei- 
ther Oil nor Water... And indeed 1n this want conlifted their 
reateſt extremity, which was ſo much more tormenting;as 
hirſ 4s more yiolent than Hunger. They were reduced to 
a Pjor a day for.cach Man, and that of Rain-water gathered 
2s it gan down their Ropes,. from which it was tainted with 
fo bitter a Taft, that they were ſcarce able todrink it. Fray 
this:drought theix {ickneſs eacreafed ſo much , that at laſt 
there were not above fourteen of the. fourlcore Perlons on 
Board, who were able todo buſineſs in the Ship. It is in» 
pollible co: draw the Scene of Miſery co the Lafe, to ſec the 


pow Wrerches, ac fuch riwe 2s any Raja fell, ſome wringing 
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of the Sails; ſome ſucking at the Ropes as it trickled down , 
and others.roo fick and feeble ro do either ; bur laid gaſping 
on their. backs, with their Mouths open to receive the fects 
Refelhment as it rain'd in. 

Aker all this Diſtreſs it was their hard fortune to loſe their 
Ship in A/onta-Bay in Cornwall on the ninth of February laſt. 
After ſhe had ſtruck) ſhe ſatnot an hour before ſhe was bear 
in a thouſand Pieces... Nor indeed could it be otherwiſe by 
reaſon of her falling on the Rock as ſhe did, with her ſide to 
the Sea.. . | 7 
Of the fourſcore Perſons, not one eſcaped beſide the fore- 
faid William Smith and Jobn Har | 
This Harſbfield chey hapned-rotake up in the Indies, he ha- 
ving beca, twice Wreck'd before in his Voyage thither ; the 
laſt rime was in the Johanna, very tew Perſons eſcaping with 
him.: Theſe were his Companions over the Deſart Country 
from Cape, de Gullis ro Cape bon. Eſperance, Twenty and. one 
days Journey, in which chey were reduced to the extremi 
of cating Graſs. Yer was it his fortune to be once more oy 
away, and what-was more wonderful to be one of the Two 
that onely eſcaped.” ' ; | + 6 
*: Theſe wo Perſons fate on the fore-part of the Ship while 
the hinder-parts werg broken, ſeeing moſt of their Compa- 
nions drowned, before they Cs their Station. Smith at 
length was forced off on part-of the Bow-Sprir, 9 which 


were Hind by Rings ſeveral Ropes wherewith he enfold. 
ed, himlſclf, ro evene hs being wathed off bythe Sea. © 
L Neko lifes followed him on a Plank, his Father being on 
Board and.calling/to him to rake him on, which for fear of 
being incumbred he Jared notiro do. As he Roared he, was 
overtaken by a Third Perſon who' thinking him betteg, pro- 
vided, quitted his own Plank and laid hold on Fares 


Breeches.- 'Harſbfield finding: himſelf endanger'd thereby, 
imnediuly looſe hs Hole ing hin 0 bs tobe 
together into the Sea. yn $a —_— 
After this he made a ſhift to recover Smith; who - ing 
better mounted ) hal'd him up to him, and gave him 
of the Ropes to faſten himſelf withal : without which it had 
been impoſſible for them to habe lived irkſo __ Sea. By 
theſe moſt difficult means they made a ſhift ar laſt to get ro 


the fide of a Rock at the Lands End, where they likewiſe 
—_ found 
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found i Third Petſoh xrrived”” Wi taiitR 488 they dimbie- 
abonc the keightk of Two Stories, the Pr&Ipite #hbps 
chi being ſo ſteep thax they could afcend rio tri rh OY 
had now been no leſs than fourteett Hours in the See 
filt ſo much expos'd to the viotence of the Waves, that the | 
torclaid third Peron was walſt'd off 'ag#in and grown'd : 
Smith and Harſbfield very haraly preſervmg themſeties by 
wedging each other into atr hollow of the Rock. ' As foon 44 
the Fide was out they deſcended with no ſmall dzhger ro 
the Sands ; bur as they were croſling over to ſome-place that 
was acceſlible they were inhyinighely ſet upon by two-Count 
Fellows, who perceiving rhad they had been Shipwteck'd, 
ſuppoſing chem td have” ſaved abou them fotniething that 
was of rioft Yale, artertiþred ro knock'chern ori che 
Which they hid” certdinly 'effefted on theſe defer 
Weetches but for a Gentlemati ( Stewatd to Mr. Godolphix 
whe wi theti riding over the Sands atid uni vita tha 
Foe - Theteliporr ſeeing hith approach tlicy Ae,” bat were 
he St SAIAGS & God, ff * LE T 
tatty following, in Serrigh-Time 
the People of the next Town firſt heatd.of his Wreck,” 
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Ygts 


' of the Coimpitiies: befide what belong'd to privatt 
with much Jewiſh Treaſure of / "ahd Di#: 
by | wr |; " 4 - 144 "py 


Mar ſbfield having teceiy'd. Cotninenk 
are how prefezr'd by the Company 
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